PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY. 


APRIL—DECEMBER, No. 45. 


Stated Meeting, April 
Present, seven members. 


vey, dated Coast Survey Office, Washington, February, 1850, 
announcing the ‘transmission donation the Society, 
direction the Treasury Department. 

The following donations were announced 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


1849; Tome 1849. Paris, 1849. 

Journal Asiatique. Serie. Tome XIV. No. 69. 
Dec. 1849. Paris. the Asiatic Society Paris. 

Memoires Société des Sciences, des Arts, 

Catalogue New York State Library, January 
bany. the Trustees the State Library. 

The American Journal the Medical Sciences. Edited Isaac 
Hays, M.D. No. XXVIII. New Series. April, 

The Medical News and Library. Vol. VIII. No. 1850. 

First Report the Committee Public Hygiene the American 
Association. Read the Annual Meeting, held Bos- 
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ton, May, 1849; with Appendix, containing Sketches the 
Sanitary Condition the Cities Concord, Portland, New 
York, Philadelphia, Boston, Lowell, Baltimore, Charleston, New 
Orleans, Louisville and Cincinnati. (Extracted from the Trans- 
actions the American Medical Association, Vol. 
delphia, Dr. Isaac Parrish. 

The Sanitary Condition Philadelphia. From the Report the 
Committee Public Hygiene the American Medical Associa- 
tion. Read the Annual Meeting Boston, May, 1849, and 
ordered published. Isaac Parrish, M.D. Philadelphia, 
1849. 8vo.—From the same. 

Report the Committee the Comparative Health, Mortality, 
Length Sentences, &c. White and Coloured Convicts. Read 
before the Philadelphia Society for Alleviating the Miseries 
Public Prisons, November, 1849, and ordered published. 
Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the same. 

Annual Report the Board Directors the Pennsylvania Institu- 
tion for the Deaf and Dumb, for 1849. Philadelphia. 8vo.— 
From James Barclay, Esq. 

Annual Report the Board Managers the Philadelphia Society 
for the Establishment and Support Charity Schools, &c. 
January, 1850. Philadelphia. the same. 

Maps the Coast Survey: Nantucket Harbour. Hunt- 
ington Bay. Harbour Captains’ Island, East and West. 
Harbours Sheffield Island and Cawkins’ Island. Mouth 
Chester Treasury Department, Wash- 
ington. 

Annali Fisica, dell’ Abbate Francesco Cav. Zantedeschi, Professore 
dova, 1849, Professor Zantedeschi. 

Journal the Franklin Institute. Third Series. Vol. XIX. No. 
March, 1850. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Institute. 

The Plough, the Loom and the Anvil. Vol. April, 1850. 
Philadelphia. Skinner, Esq., Editor. 


Prof. Kendall presented communication for the Transac- 
tions, entitled “On the Longitude Hudson (Ohio) Observa- 
tory, Elias Loomis, Professor Mathematics and Natural 
Philosophy the University the City New 
which, motion, was referred Committee, consisting 
Kendall and Frazer, and Mr. Downes. 
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Pending nominations were read. 

The Reporter laid upon the table No. 44, Vol. the 
Proceedings the Society, from October, 1849, March, 
1850. 

Mr. Trego read the Society paper from the Franklin 
Manuscripts, under date 26th March, 1778, enclosing 
piece grayish metal proposed for coinage, being impossi- 
ble 

Prof. Frazer was requested have the specimen analyzed. 


Stated Meeting, 19. 
Present, fifteen members. 
Dr. President, the Chair. 


Letters were read:— 
From the New Jersey Historical Society, dated Newark, 
8th April, 1850; and from the Trustees the New York 


State Library, dated Albany, 8th April, 1850, acknowledging 
the receipt No. the Proceedings this Society: 
and— 

Also, from Wm. Reed, Esq., accompanying donation 
this Society, from the Lords the British Treasury, through 
the Hon. Geo. Bancroft. 

The following donations were 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Astronomical Observations made the Royal Observatory, Green- 
wich, the year 1847, under the direction George Biddell 
Airy, Astronomer Royal. Published order the 
Board Admiralty. London, 1849. 4to.—From the Royal 
Society London. 

Fauna Antiqua Sivalensis; being the Fossil Zoology the Sewalik 
Hills, the North Hugh Falconer, M.D., F.R.S. 
and Proby Cautley, F.G.S. Letter press. 
and Illustrations, Parts inclusive. Folio. London, 1845, 
1849.—From the Lords the British Treasury, through the 
Hon. George Bancroft. 
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Monthly Notices the Royal Astronomical Society. Vol. Nos. 
Nov. 1849, Jan. 1850. London. the 
Society. 

Quarterly Journal the Geological Society. No. 21. Feb. 1850. 
London. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Annals and Magazine Natural History, including Zoology, Botany 
and Geology. Vol. Nos. 26, Feb. and March, 1850. 
London. Sir William Jardine, Baronet. 

The African Repository and Colonial Journal. Vol. XXVI. No. 
April, 1850. Washington. the American Coloni- 
zation Society. 

Hints the Reorganization the Navy, including Examination 
the Claims its Civil Officers Equality Rights. 
From the Author. 

Examination Reply Hints the Reorganization the 
Navy.” Ruschenberger, M.D. New York, 1845. 
the same. 

Diary Physician California; being the results actual ex- 
including Notes the Journey Land and Water, 
and Observations the Climate, Soil, Resources the Country, 
&c. James Tyson, M.D. New York, 1850. 
From the Author. 

Notice some Experiments Heating and Ventilating Hospitals 
and other Buildings Steam and Hot Water; with Remarks. 
Thomas Kirkbride, M.D., Physician the Pennsylvania 
Hospital for the Insane. Philadelphia, the 
Author. 


The Kendall and Frazer and Mr. Downes), 
which was referred Prof. Loomis’ paper the Longitude 
Hudson (Ohio) (see Proceedings 5th April), 
reported recommending its publication the Transactions 
the Society, which was ordered accordingly. 

The longitude the observatory, determined 449 
observations, 5h. 41.3s. 

There being not quorum present for the election candi- 
dates for membership, the stated business the meeting was 
not transacted. 


Pending nominations were read. 
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Stated Meeting, May 
Present, fourteen members. 
Vice-President, the Chair. 


Letters were read:— 

From the Royal Institute Science, Belles-Lettres, and 
Arts the Netherlands, dated Amsterdam, 1849, acknowledg- 
ing the receipt the Transactions, Vol. Part and Nos. 
38, 39, and 41, the Proceedings this 

From the Zoological Society London, dated Hanover 
Square, 22d December, 1849, acknowledging the receipt 
the Proceedings this Society, July, 1846, Vol. No. 
42:— 

From the Corporation the University Cambridge, Mass., 
dated Harvard College, Cambridge, 9th April, 1850, acknow- 
ledging the receipt No. the Proceedings this So- 
ciety: and— 

From Browne, Esq., dated Philadelphia, 26th April, 
1850, relation his examination hair from 
the heads ancient Peruvians, and comparison these speci- 
mens with the hair our present Indians, from which in- 
fers that they all belong the same species. 

The following donations were announced:— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Transactions the Zoological Society London. Vol. III. Parts 
London, 1848-9. the Society. 

Proceedings the Zoological Society London. Part XV. Nos. 
178, 179, and Part XVI. Nos. 180 189, inclusive. London. 
the same. 

Memoirs the Historical Society Pennsylvania. Part 
Philadelphia, 1850. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Journal the Franklin Institute. Third Series. Vol. XIX. No. 
April, 1850. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Institute. 

Flora Batava, Afbeelding Beschrijving van Nederlandsche 
Gewassen: door Jan Van der Trappen, &c. 160 
Aflevering. Amsterdam. the King the 
Netherlands. 
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Message from the Governor Pennsylvania, transmitting the Re- 
ports the Joint Commissioners, and Col. Graham, 
Engineers, relation the Boundary Lines between the States 
Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland. Harrisburg, 1850. 
Matthias, Esq., State Senator. 

corrected copy the same.—From Col. Graham, En- 
gineer. 

Cryptocephalinarum diagnoses cum speciebus novis 
Musei Lecontiani. Auctore Haldeman. (From Journal 
the Academy Natural Sciences Philadelphia. Vol. 1849.) 
4to.—From the Author. 

Descriptions North American Coleoptera, chiefly the Cabinet 
Conte, M.D., with references Described Species. 
Haldeman. 4to.—From the same. 

Description several New and Interesting Animals. (Communi- 
cated for the American Journal Agriculture and Science.) 
Haldeman, Prof. Zoology the Franklin Institute, Phi- 
ladelphia. Albany,1847. the same. 

some Points Linguistic with chiefly 
from the Aboriginal Languages North America. 
Haldeman, M.—From the same. 

Classification Mankind the Hair and Wool their 
with Answer Dr. Prichard’s Assertion that the Covering 
the Head the Negro Hair, properly termed, and not 
Wool.” (Read before the American Ethnological Society, Nov. 
1849.) Browne, L.L.D. Philadelphia, 1850. 8vo.— 
From the Author. 

Lexicon Terms used Natural History prepared for Schools, 
Colleges and Private Ruschenberger, 
Surgeon N., &c. Philadelphia, 1850. the 
Author. 

State Trials the United States during the Administrations Wash- 
ington and Adams; with References, Historical and Professional, 
and Preliminary Notes the Politics the Times. Francis 
Wharton, Author Treatise American Criminal Law, &c. 
Philadelphia, 1849. the Author. 

The Plough, the Loom and the No. 11. May, 1850. 
Philadelphia. the Editor, Skinner, Esq. 
The Medical News and Library. Vol. VIII. No. 89. May, 1850. 

Philadelphia. Lea Blanchard. 
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Professor Frazer reported the analysis the metal referred 
him former meeting April), made his assist- 
ant, Mr. Mucklé, with the following result: 

Iron, 
Antimony, 

Arsenic, trace. 


Pending nominations were read. 


Stated Meeting, May 17. 
Present, eleven members. 


Dr. Bacue, Vice-President, the Chair. 


The following donations were announced 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Memorie della Reale Academia della Scienza Torino. Serie 
Seconda. Tomes VI. VII. 1843, 1849. Torino. 
4to.—From the Royal Academy Sciences Turin. 

Annual Report the President the Maryland Historical Society, 
and its Committee the Gallery the Fine Arts. Baltimore, 
1850. the Maryland Historical Society. 

Transactions the American Medical Association. 1847. 
Philadelphia, 1849. 8vo.—From the Association. 

The African Repository and Colonial Journal. Vol. XXVI. No. 
May, 1850. Washington. 8vo.—From the American Coloni- 
zation Society. 

Journal the Franklin Institute. Third Series. Vol. XIX. No. 
May, 1850. Philadelphia. the Institute. 

Report the Select Committee the Legislature 1849, the 
Publication the Natural History the State New York. 
Made the Legislature, January 1850. Albany. 
From the Regents the University the State New York. 
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Third Annual Report the Regents the University the State 
New York, the Condition the State Cabinet Natural 
History, and the Historical and Antiquarian Collection annexed 
thereto. Made the Senate, January 11,1850. Albany. 8vo.— 
From the same. 

Annali Fisica dell Abbate Francesco Cav. Zantedeschi, Professore 
Prof. Zantedeschi. 

American Journal Science and Arts. Second Series. No. 27. 
May, 1850. New Haven. 8vo.—From the Editors, Profs. 
Silliman and Dana. 

Report the Smithsonian Institution the History the Discovery 
Neptune. Benjamin Apthorp Gould, Jr. Washington, 
1850. the Author. 

Collection the Laws Patent Privileges all the Countries 
Europe, the United States North America, and the Dutch West 
Indies. Published Charles Loosey, Civil Engineer, 
Vienna. 1849. the Publisher. 

Washington’s Farewell Address the People the United States 
America. New York, James Lenox, Esq. 
New York. 


Professor Tucker read paper the probable effects the 
gold mines California, deduced from the depreciation the 
precious metals caused the discovery America. 


the history their depreciation our knowledge not indeed 
either precise quite authentic, but enough known lead 


conclusions that approach the truth. 

Professor stated, that 1492, when America was discovered, 
the quantity gold and silver Europe has been commonly esti- 
mated about 300 millions dollars. According Baron Hum- 
boldt, whose authority most relied on, the accession from the 
American mines was, one century (the 16th), 605 millions; the 
17th century the whole amount was millions; and little more 
than another century (to 1803) reached 5337 add 
this the amount imported from Africa, the amounts drawn from the 
mines Europe and Siberia, and from the American mines since 
1803, the total will 8063 millions. Deducting from this amount 
what has been sent India and China, what has been lost, consumed 
wear manufactures, and there would remain 4663 millions 
for the whole amount Europe and America, which about one- 
third value and one forty-sixth quantity was supposed gold. 
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1775, Adam Smith attempted ascertain the depreciation 
the precious metals from comparison the average prices 
wheat England different periods, and inferred that there was 
very sensible depreciation before 1570; but from this period 
about 1640, that gold had depreciated third, and silver fourth 
its former value; and that there either had been subsequent de- 
preciation his time, that had somewhat risen value. 

these views Dr. Smith correct, ought not expect any 
depreciation both the metals until the quantity now Europe shall 
have received accession per cent. which, amounting 2528 
millions, would require net annual addition millions for 
years, 100 millions for years. And the amount now 
Europe and America about fifteen times its amount before the dis- 
covery America, should not experience the same depreciation 
was produced that discovery, until the quantity now exist- 
ence had, like manner, received fifteen fold increase, that is, had 
reached the incredible sum 70,000 millions. 

indeed appears highly probable, from various facts, that Smith 
has underrated the depreciation the first years before 1560, and 
overated the years succeeding. Yet, after making ample al- 
lowance for these errors, the result will not materially different. 

There seems then ground apprehend depreciation 
both metals, and consequent general and permanent rise money 
prices. But not with gold. The extraordinary additions lately 
made that metal the Russian mines, and yet more those 
California, and which are still greatly the increase, must neces- 
sarily depreciate that metal. quantity drawn from all those 
mines during the present year will, judging from the amount already 
received, not less than millions, which nearly five times 
much was produced the American mines the period their 
greatest productiveness. nearly per cent. the supposed 
amount gold Europe and America; while the annual increase 
gold from the American mines, during the period depreciation, 
never exceeded per cent. Great the amount now yielded, 
may year two more than doubled. 

The probable effects this enormous increase are— 

alteration between the price gold and silver. From 
for now the proportion, gold may fall what was many 
countries before the discovery America, for yet lower, 
before the natural checks decreased production and increased con- 
sumption restore the equilibrium. 
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those countries which gold continues legal tender, 
the depreciation will injure creditors and benefit debtors contracts 
long duration. And this result can prevented only mak- 
ing silver legal tender. has shown that gold will not 
cease circulate its market value when longer legal 
tender. 

Those countries which there gold currency must lose 
proportion the amount such currency and the extent the de- 
preciation. 

the attraction its gold mines the settlement California 
will rapid beyond all example. 

Its commerce with China, where labour cheap dear 
California, and the precious metals are dear they are cheap 
California, will have the greatest possible encouragement. 

Gold, consequence its mines being chiefly wrought Ame- 
rican citizens, will cheaper the United States than other 
countries, and may therefore made take the piace small 
bank notes. 

The banks, means the large deposits gold received 
them, will enabled increase their loans and accommodations, 
which but too likely lead distention the currency, and 
wild spirit speculation. this evil avoided, 

The gradual enlargement the circulation will have its usual 
effect giving spring useful enterprise and productive industry. 


Prof. Frazer announced, interesting geological and 
mineralogical fact, the discovery gold the vicinity 
Bloomington, Indiana. read letter from the Rev. Prof. 
Wylie, giving account the gold-washings, and 
the region which the gold occurs. specimens exhibited 
Prof. Frazer were gold association with particles mag- 
netic oxide iron, titanite and garnet. 

The Clerk read the proceedings the Board Officers and 
Council their meeting the 10th inst. 

Pending nominations were read. 


Stated Meeting, June 21. 
Present, thirteen members. 
Dr. President, the Chair. 


Letters were read:— 

From the Royal Society London, dated Somerset House, 
20th March, 1850, acknowledging the receipt Nos. and 
43, the Proceedings this 

From the Royal Society dated 4th 
March, 1850, acknowledging the receipt Vol. Part 
and Vol. Part the Transactions, and Nos. 42, 
inclusive, the Proceedings this 

From the Royal Academy Sciences Berlin, dated Ber- 
lin, 11th August, 1849, acknowledging the receipt Vol. 
Part the Transactions, and Nos. 42, the Proceed- 

From the same, dated Berlin, 15th September, 1850, an- 
nouncing the transmission donation this Society from 
the 

From the Cambridge Philosophical Society, dated Cam- 
bridge, February, 1850, announcing that the Society has sent 
donation, Vol. VIII. their Transactions: and— 

From the Connecticut Historical Society, dated Hartford, 
June, 1850, acknowledging the receipt the several numbers 
the Proceedings this Society, published from January, 
1849, March, 1850. 

The following donations were 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Philosophical Transactions the Royal Society London, for the 
year 1849. Part London, 1849. 4to.—From the Royal 
Society. 

List the Council and Fellows the Royal Society, Nov. 30, 1849. 
London. 4to.—From the same. 

Address the Right Honourable the Earl Rosse, &c. &c. the 
President; read the Anniversary Meeting the Royal So- 
ciety, Friday, Nov. 30, 1849. 8vo.—From 
the same. 


152 


Magnetical and Meteorological Observations made the Royal Ob- 
servatory, Greenwich, the year 1847, under the direction 
George Airy, Esq. Astronomer Royal. London, 1849. 
4to.— From the same. 

Appendix Greenwich Observations; being Catalogue 2156 
Stars, formed from the Observations during twelve years, 
from 1836 1847, the Royal Observatory, Greenwich. Lon- 
don, 1849. 4to.— From the same. 

Transactions the Cambridge Philosophical Society. Vol. VIII. 
Parts. Cambridge, 1844 1849. 4to.—From the Society. 

Journal the Royal Geographical Society London. Vol. XIX. 
Part London, 1849. the Society. 

Memoirs the Royal Astronomical Society. Vol. XVIII. 1848-9. 
London. 4to.—From the Society. 

Monthly Notices the Royal Astronomical Society. Vol. IX. 
1848-9. 8vo.—From the same. 

Reports the Proceedings the Geological and Polytechnic So- 
ciety the West Riding Yorkshire, 1848. Leeds, 1849. 
the Society. 

Twenty-eighth Report the Council the Leeds Philosophical and 
Literary Society, the close the Session, 1847-8. Leeds. 
the Society. 

Nachrichten von der George Augusts und der Kéniglich 
Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften vom jahr 1849. 
Nos. 14, inclusive. the Royal 
Society Science, Gottingen. 

Abhandlungen der Akademie der Wissenschaften 
Berlin, aus dem Jahre 1847. Berlin, 1849. 4to.—From the 
Royal Academy Sciences, Berlin. 

Verzeichniss der Abhandlungen der Acad. der Wissenschaf- 
ten Berlin, aus den Jahren 1822 bis 1846. Berlin, 1848. 
8vo.—From the same. 

Monatsbericht der Preuss. Akademie der Wissenschaften 
Berlin. July Dec. 1848, and Jan. June, 1849. Berlin. 
the same. 

The Artizan. Vol. VIII. No. April London. 4to.— 
From the Editor. 

Review the Report the late Commissioners for Investigating the 
Affairs the Joint Companies, and the Operations the Ma- 
nagers those Companies. Citizen Burlington. 
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Report the Corporation Brown University, Changes the 
System Collegiate Education. Read March 28, 
vidence. Unknown Donor. 

Report the Smithsonian Institution the History the Discovery 
Neptune. Benj. Apthorp Gould, Jr. Washington, 1850. 
the Smithsonian Institution. 

The Annals and Magazine Natural History, including Zoology, 
Botany and Geology. Vol. Nos. 28, 29. April and May, 
1850. London. Sir William Jardine, Baronet. 

Catalogue the Skulls Man and the Inferior Animals, the Col- 
lection Samuel George Morton, M.D., &c. &c. Edition. 

Contributions Conchology. Prof. Adams. New 
York, the Author. 

The African Repository and Colonial Journal. Vol. XXVI. No. 
June, 1850. Washington. 8vo.—From the American Coloni- 
zation Society. 

Journal the Franklin Institute. Vol. XIX. No. June, 1850. 
Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Institute. 

The Plough, the Loom and the Anvil. Vol. June, 
1350. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Skinner, Esq., Editor. 

The Medical News and Library. Vol. VIII. No. 90. June, 1850. 
Philadelphia, 8vo.—From Messrs. Lea Blanchard. 

Mr. Richards announced the death Wm. Vaughan, 
London, member this Society, who died London, 
the 5th May, 1850, the 98th year his age. 

Mr. Trego announced the death Ducrotay Blain- 
ville, member this Society, who died May last, 
the 73d year his age. 

Dr. Franklin Bache announced the death Dr. Samuel Bet- 
ton, Germantown, member this Society, who died 
the 9th inst. the 65th year his age. 

motion Dr. Bache, Mr. Petty Vaughan, London, 
was requested prepare biographical notice the late Mr. 
Vaughan. 

Mr. Lea exhibited the Society some specimens Unios 
taken him the little Miami River, near Cincinnati, Ohio. 
They are remarkable for their very great size. The largest 
them, specimen Multiplicatus, weighs lbs. oz. 

Pending nominations were read. 


Stated Meeting, July 19. 
Present, ten members. 


Dr. President, the Chair. 


letter was received and read:— 

From the Geographical Society Paris, dated Paris, 10th 
March, 1850, announcing the transmission donation the 
Society. 

The following donations were announced:— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Monthly Notices the Royal Astronomical Society. Vol. No. 
April 12, 1850. London. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Smithsonian Contributions Knowledge. Appendix Vol. 
Containing Ephemeris the Planet Neptune, for the year 
1850. Sears Walker, Esq. Washington. 4to.—From 
the Smithsonian Institution. 

Transactions the Royal Irish Academy. Vol. 
Dublin, the Academy. 

Sixty-third Annual Report the Regents the University the 
State New York: made the Legislature, March 1850. 
Albany. the Regents the University the State 
New York. 

The African Repository and Colonial Journal. Vol. XXVI. No. 
July, 1850. Washington. the American Coloni- 
zation Society. 

Journal the Franklin Institute. Third Series. Vol. XX. No. 
July, 1850. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Institute. 

The American Journal Science and Arts. Conducted Professors 
Silliman and Dana. Second Series. No. 28. July, 1850. New 
Haven. the Editors. 

Bulletin Société Serie. Tome XII. 
Paris, the Geographical Society Paris. 

Crystallized Gold from California. Francis Alger, Boston. New 
Haven, 1850. the Author. 

herst College, Mass. 1850. 8vo.—From the Author. 

Report Professor John Locke, Cincinnati, Ohio, the Inven- 
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tion and Construction his Electro-Chronograph for the Na- 
tional Observatory, pursuance Act Congress, approved 
March 1849. Cincinnati, 1850. the Author. 

Reply Pamphlet the subject Assimilated Rank,” referred 
Memorial submitted the Secretary sundry Line Of- 
ficers the Navy, dated March, 1850. Dr. Rusch- 
enberger, 

The American Journal the Medical Sciences. New Series. No. 
39. July, 1850. Philadelphia. the Editor, Dr. 
Isaac Hays. 

The Medical News and Library. Vol. VIII. July, 1850. 
Philadelphia. Lea Blanchard. 

The Plough, the Loom and the Anvil. July, 1850. 
Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Skinner, Esq., Editor. 

Plan the Exhibition the Industry all Nations, held 
London, 1851; with the Central Committee for the United States. 


Mr. Trego announced the death Eglesfield Griffith, 
M.D. Philadelphia, member this Society, who died 27th 
June, the 53d year his age. 

Mr. Trego also announced the death Dr. Philip Tidyman, 
Charleston, C., member this Society, who died 
Aberdeen, Scotland, 11th June, aged 73. 

Mr. Trego also announced the death Mr. John Green 
Crosse, M.D. Norwich, England, member this Society, 
who died 9th June last. 

motion Prof. Frazer, Dr. Hays was requested pre- 
pare obituary notice Dr. Griffith. 

motion Mr. Trego, Mr. Ord was requested pre- 
pare obituary notice Dr. 

Their being sufficient quorum present, the stated busi- 
ness the meeting, the election new members, was not pro- 
ceeded with. 

Pending nominations were read. 
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Stated Meeting, August 16. 
Present, five members. 


Mr. was called the Chair. 


The following donations were announced 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Monthly Notices the Royal Astronomical Society. Vol. No. 
May London. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Astronomical Observations made the Radcliffe Observatory, Ox- 
the year 1848. Vol. Also, Vol. VI. for 1845, (which 
had not been previously received). London. the 
Radcliffe Trustees. 

Proceedings the New Jersey Historical Society. Vol. No. 
Newark, May, 1850. 8vo.—From the New Jersey His- 
torical Society. 

Journal the Franklin Third Series. Vol. XX. No. 
August, 1850. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Institute. 

The African Repository and Colonial Journal. Vol. XXVI. No. 
Aug. 8vo.—From the American Coloni- 
zation Society. 

The Progress the Development the Law Storms, and the 
Variable Winds, with the Practical Application the Subject 
Navigation. Lieut. Col. William Reid, C.B., F.R.S. the 
Corps Royal Engineers. London, 1849. 8vo.—From the 
Author. 

The Encyclopedia Chemistry, Theoretical and Practical. 
Prof. James Booth, assisted Campbell Morfit. Nos. 
20, inclusive. Philadelphia. Prof. Booth. 

The Medical News and Library. Vol. VIII. No. 92. Aug. 1850. 
Philadelphia. Lea Blanchard. 

The Plough, the Loom and the Anvil. No.2. Aug. 1850. 
Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Editor, Skinner, Esq. 


The minutes the Board Officers and Council their 
last meeting were read. 

The pending nominations were read. 

motion Mr. Trego, was agreed permit the portrait 
Rittenhouse belonging the Society loaned Dr. 
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Patterson, for the purpose having copy taken for the cabi- 
net the Mint, which institution Dr. Rittenhouse was 
for some years the director. The said loan subject 
such conditions may thought proper the Curators 
the Society. 


Stated Meeting, 20. 
Present, eleven members. 
Dr. Parrerson, President, the Chair. 


Letters were 

From the Geological Society London, dated Somerset 
House, 6th June, 1850; and from the Royal Geographical So- 
ciety London, dated Waterloo Place, 20th July, 1850, re- 
spectively acknowledging the receipt No. 44, the Pro- 

From Gould, Jr., dated Cambridge, 7th September, 


1850, announcing the presentation, through him, donation 

from Prof. Schumacher, Altona, this Society: 
From Play, Inspector the Ecole des Mines, dated 

Paris, August, 1850, relation certain numbers the Pro- 

ceedings this Society, which have not been received the 

Ecole des Mines; also announcing donation the Society. 
The following donations were announced 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Journal the Royal Geographical Society London. Vol. XX. 
Part 1850. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Journal the Royal Asiatic Society Great Britain and Ireland. 
Vol. XX. Part London, 1850. the Society. 
List the Members, Officers, &c. the Royal Institution Great 

Britain, with the Report the Visitors, for the year 1849. Lon- 
don, 1850. the Institution. 
Quarterly Journal the Geological Society London. Nos. 
and 23. London, the Society. 
Report the Nineteenth Meeting the British Association for the 
VOL. 
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Advancement Science; held Birmingham, September, 
1849. London, 1850. the British Association. 

Annales des Mines. Série. Tome XVI. and livrai- 
sons From the Ecole des Mines. 

Mémoire sur Constitution Mineralogique Chimique des Roches 
des Vosges. Recherches sur Recherches sur 
Porphyre Sur Porphyre Amygdaloide d’Oberstein. 
Sur Pouvoir Magnetique des Delesse, In- 
genieur des Mines, &c. the 
Author. 

aus und Athiopien, nach den Zeichnungen der 
von Seiner Majestit dem von Preussen, Friedrich Wil- 
helm IV. nach diesen gesendeten, und den jahren 
1842, 1845, wissenschaftlichen Expedition auf be- 
fehl seiner Herausgegeben und erlautert von Lep- 
Berlin, Prof. Lepsius. 

den Astronomischen Nachrichten. Vom Her- 
Altona, 1849. 4to.—From Prof. Schumacher, the 
Editor. 

Annals and Magazine Natural History, including Zoology, Bo- 
tany and Geology. Vol. No. 30. June, 1850. London. 
8vo.— From Sir Jardine, Baronet. 

Archeologia Americana. Transactions and Collections the Ame- 
rican Antiquarian Society. Vol. Part Cambridge, Mass. 
1850. the Society. 

The Origin and Growth Civil Liberty Maryland. Discourse 
delivered George William Brown, before the Maryland His- 
torical Society, Baltimore, April 12, 1850, being the Fifth An- 
nual Address that Assoviation. Baltimore, 1850. 
the Maryland Historical Society. 

The Journal Science and Arts. Second Series. No. 
29. Sept. 1850. New Haven. Profs. Silliman 
and Dana, Editors. 

Journal the Franklin Institute. Third Series. Vol. XX. No. 
Sept. 1850. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Institute. 

The African Repository. Vol. XXVI. No. Sept. 1850. Wash- 
ington. the American Colonization Society. 

The Medical News and No. 93. 1850. 

The Plough, the Loom and the Anvil. No. Sept. 1850. 
Philadelphia. Skinner, Esq., Editor. 
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First Biennial Report the Geology Alabama. 
State Geologist, &c. the Au- 
thor. 

The Mormons. Discourse delivered before the Historical Society 
ladelphia. 8vo.—From the Author. 

Reply Hints” the Reorganization the Navy. February, 

Brief History Existing Controversy the Subject Assi- 
ladelphia, 1850.—From the same. 

Exhibit the Affairs the Ohio and Pennsylvania Rail-road Com- 
Esq., Chief Engineer. 


Mr. Trego announced the death Dr. Gerard Troost, 
member this Society, who died Nashville, Tennessee, 
the 14th August, 1850. 

Dr. Bache announced the deaths—of Dr. Joseph Harts- 
horne, Philadelphia, member this Society. who died 
the 20th August, the year his age—of Geo. Emlen, 
member this Society, who died the 
27th August, the 66th year his age—and Louis Phi- 
lippe, ex-king the member this Society, who 
died Clermont, England, 26th August, 1850, aged 76. 

Judge Kane read letter from his son, Dr. Kane, 
Senior Surgeon the American Arctic Expedition, 
now engaged for Sir John Franklin and his com- 
pany. dated 20th June, 1850, sight the island 
Disko, coast Greenland. The letter contains interesting 
review facts and arguments the possibility rescuing 
the missing explorers. 


Sir John Franklin’s party, consisting 138 persons, left the 
Thames the 26th May, 1845, two exploring vessels, attended 
atransport. Their general instructions were proceed Baf- 
fin’s Bay, through Lancaster Sound, without stopping examine any 
openings the northward southward, but pushing the west- 
ward, latitude about till they should reach the longitude 
Cape Walker, west longitude about 98°, and thence taking di- 
rect course for Behring’s straits. Should this found impracticable, 
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the views Sir John Franklin, communicated his friends, Sir 
Edward Parry and Col. Sabine, were pass into Wellington chan- 
nel, strait extending northward, longitude and which was 
described Capt. Parry, 1819, broad opening, free from 
ice, and open and navigable any part the Atlantic.” The 
two the expedition were last seen the 26th July, 1845, 
latitude 74° longitude 66° 13', moored iceberg, awaiting 
opening through the pack ice into Lancaster sound the transport 
having left them shortly before that time, well, and sanguine” 
success. 

Dr. Kane’s first inquiry is, could the party have subsisted 
the present 

The transport, says, left them furnished with the estimated al- 
lowance provisions, stores, and fuel, for three years. means, 
according the published report the Navy Victualling Board, that 
the party was abundantly supplied for four years, and could subsist 
for much longer time; Arctic being always fitted out 
scale exuberant liberality. Our own, for instance, says Dr. 
Kane, which provisioned estimate for only two years and 
half, can carry its operations for five without suffering from want. 

Nor, adds, must undervalue the resources region rich 
animal true migratory and therefore capricious cha- 
racter, but not the less depended during term years. 
Sir John Ross, absentee four winters, owed his support, 
very great degree, the hordes migrating salmon. Rae, his 
late expedition, was almost entirely sustained the chase. Franklin 
himself lived for nearly whole winter resources equally precari- 
ous. And Goodsir, his work the upper Baffin’s bay re- 
gion, describes the awk (alca alle) coming from the north such 
stupendous quantities, few hours, the nutriment 
years.” fact, Wrangell and Richardson, and hosts others, 
have pointed these very latitudes, those still further north, 
the sources annual migration. 

Dr. refers the facility with which the Esquimaux construct 
their snow-huts, and the abundance oils they obtain for fuel from 
marine mammalia and fishes, and the known experience, pru- 
dence, and aptitude resource Sir John Franklin, negativing 
the probability that the party can have sunk under the rigour the 
climate. 

next discusses the question, whether they can have been de- 
stroyed accident. speaks the manner which navigation 


> 
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among the ice conducted vessels that are company carefully 
avoiding, far practicable, joint exposure the same perils; 
aiding each other difficulties, and rescuing each others’ crews 
case wreck; and argues the double improbability both ships 
having encountered the same calamity the same moment. 
even supposing this, shows that the chances are great their 
crews escaping upon the ice, and reclaiming their stores from the 
wreck the Arctic ocean rarely tempestuous; and 
when has been so, the loss life has been small, conse- 
quence this the great storm 1830, which destroyed 
more thirty ships and maimed twelve others, their crews, num- 
bering nearly thousand souls, escaped temporarily upon the ice, 
and reached succour last with the loss only six lives. 

That Sir Franklin has not been heard since 1845, 
searcely wondered at. The Arctic sea was unusually open 
the summer that year, and has been closed since, until the present 
season, ice unusual extent and density. remarkable 
fact, that all the expeditions which have attempied the rescue 
his party, not single one has succeeded reaching either Cape 
Walker, the first point indicated his instructions, Wellington chan- 
nel, which intended explore. the three expeditions fitted out 
1848, and since heard from; one, the Herald and Plover, entered 
Behring’s straits, penetrated 178° west, and returned: another, 
under Sir John Richardson, reached the Arctic sea the Macken- 
zie river, but failed get further: and the third, under Sir James 
Ross, the Enterprize and Endeavour, was besct peculiar misfor- 
tunes, and returned without attaining the first point inquiry. Yet 
Cape Walker and Wellington channel were both them passed four 
several times Captain Parry, earlier years, and they are almost 
the verge the daily reute the Lancaster sound whalers. 

When seen, the party was not more than some 430 miles from 
Cape Walker, and had about six weeks the summer before it. 
was not destroyed before reaching that point, there are memo- 
rials there its progress and purposes, perhaps its fate; for 
the practice all Arctic explorers, and one that was specially en- 
joined Capt. Franklin’s party, mark their way cairns and 
signal poles, burying full memoranda their bases and these would 
imperishable that region, and little liable disturbed. 

The expeditions now afloat, are two noble vessels, the Behring’s 
straits side, with permanent provisions established for their 
use Kotzebue inlet; two steamers with their tenders, follow the 
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various inlets Lancaster sound; Capt. Penny, the whaling ser- 
vice, engaged the British government, the far northern passages 
bay; private expedition, under the command Sir John 


Ross; and another co-operate with him, which organized 


under the immediate auspices Lady Franklin. these now 
added the American expedition, consisting two brigantines, the 
Advance and Rescue, fitted out the munificence New York 
merchant, Grinnell, Esq., and officered and manned volun- 
teers from the Navy the United States. 

Dr. Kane’s letter with inquiring into the probabilities the 
Franklin party being found either these expeditions. 
the field exploration,” says, seems vast first view, reaching 
from Cape Barrow, the west, longitude 155°, Cape Clarence, 
the east, west longitude 90°, and extending from those points 
indefinitely north; yet the avenues which approached 
are few and narrowly limited. the indications the last four 
seasons have been against the onward progress the party con- 
siderable distance, they explain the impracticability its return 
after reaching any the points which was destined. The colos- 
sal masses floating ice, which have already met with, and their 
immense number, show that the barriers Arctic exploration have 
once more given way. Where Franklin entered, others can now 
follow for the first time; and myself convinced, that for some 
one other these, there yet reserve the happiness effecting 
his rescue.” 


Mr. Justice stated some observations made him 
the existence and progress southward the Wheat- 
which supposed have come originally from 
Canada. 


mentioned the appearance the worm the white wheat, 
his farm the river Delaware, Bucks county, Pennsylvania. 
From observations made him, induced believe that grain 
growing heavy clay soils most obnoxious the attack the 
worm, the grain does not harden rapidly looser and 
warmer soils. worm appears engendered within the chaff 
outside covering the grain, and its ravages are more decided, 
while the grain continues milky state. The head wheat may 
present ail the appearances being full and heavy until near the 
time ripening, when, instead change colour, from green 
yellow, indicating perfection, remains dirty green, and inspec- 


tion develops withered and light grain. many three worms 
were one grain which examined. The colour the insect 
bright yellow, the intestinal canal distinctly visible through the trans- 
parent covering dark line. This has led some observers the 
conclusion, that was marked with brown stripe, but this not 
the case, the peristaltic motion the canal being seen under the mi- 
croscope. variety wheat known Mediterranean,” grow- 
ing the same field, was free from the worm, which attributed 
its hardening sooner than the white wheat. 


Judge Kane corroborated the statement Mr. Justice, that 
the variety wheat termed appears 
wholly great measure exempt from the attacks this 
insect. 

The pending nominations were read. 


Stated Meeting, October 
Present, twelve members. 
Dr. President, the Chair. 
The following donations were 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 

Memoir the Explosiveness Nitre, with view elucidate its 

agency the tremendous explosion July, 1845, New York. 
Robert Hare, M.D. (Smithsonian Contributions.) 
ton, the Author. 

The the Loom and the Vol. No. Oct. 1850. 
Philadelphia. the Editor, Skinner, Esq. 


The proceedings the Trustees the University Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, the announcement the death Dr. 
Troost, Professor Chemistry, Geology and Mineralogy, 
the University, were read. 

Dr. Dunglison announced the death Mr. Judah Dobson, 
Philadelphia, member this Society, who died 26th 
September last. 

The pending nominations were read. 
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Stated Meeting, October 18. 
Present, fifteen members. 
Dr. President, the Chair. 


letter was read:— 

From Edward Gaskill, dated Philadelphia, 10th October, 
1850, proposing sell the Society copy the Natural 
History the State New York. 

The following donations were 


FOR THE 


Respiration des Animaux Infusoires. Par Pouchet, Prof. 
Zoologie Museum d’Histoire Naturelle Rouen, &c. &c. 
(Comptes Rendus, Nov. 13, 1848, Jan. 15, 1849.) 
4to.— From the Author. 

The American Journal the Medical Sciences. No. New 
Series. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Dr. Isaac Hays, 
Editor. 

The Medical News and Library. Vol. VIII. No. 94. 1850. 
Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Lea Blanchard. 

The African Repository. Vol. XXVI. 
ington. the American Colonization Society. 


FOR THE CABINET. 


Polygraph, Writing Machine, formerly belonging to, and used 
Thomas Jefferson.— From Trist, Esq. 


There being sufficient quorum present, the 
ness the evening, the election new members, was not pro- 
ceeded with. 

brief account was given Mr. Cresson the accidental 
falling part large Telescopic Gasholder the City 
Gas Works. 


The accident occurred the outer section which had just been 
completed, and was the moment being lowered into its place the 
was suspended six purchases heavy pulley blocks and 
falls, secured the top the section twelve hooks round iron, 
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inches diameter, from the want proper arrangement the 
part the riggers for securing the regular and equal lowering all 
points suspension, excess weight was thrown upon the hooks 
one side, which one them was broken, and almost the 
same instant all the hooks gave way, either breaking bending 
open, and the machine was allowed fall about fifteen feet. The 
weight the falling mass was about 90,000 but part this, 
about 28,000 was counterbalanced twelve weights attached 
chains passing over pulleys. The gravitating force being 
about 62,000 Ibs. acting upon mass 118,000 The damage 
the machine was inconsiderable, and person received any in- 
jury, although nearly hundred men were work around and within 
it. The gasholder, which this part, believed the largest 
the world; its diameter 140 feet, height feet, and capacity 
over million cubic feet. 

The weight iron used its construction 330,000 chiefly 
sheet and bar. The guide frame contains over million pounds 
cast iron; composed 144 columns arranged twelve stands 
groups placed all around the each group consists four tiers 
columns and entablatures, the lower tier fashioned after the Tus- 
can order, the second Doric, the third and the upper Corinthian. 
The cost the entire structure, including the excavation and walling 
the tank, about $85,000, which about $40,000 less than the 
cost equal quantity gas store room gasholders the usual 
capacity, say 200,000 cubic 


The pending nominations were read. 


Stated Meeting, November 
Present, thirteen members. 
Dr. Bacue, Vice-President, the Chair. 


Letters were read:— 

From the Royal Society Edinburgh, dated Edinburgh, 
20th December, 1848, acknowledging the receipt Vol. IX. 
Part the Transactions, and No. 34, the Proceedings 
this Society, and announcing donation the 

From the same, dated Edinburgh Royal Society’s Apart- 

VOL. 
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ments, Ist July, 1848, announcing the donation this 
ciety medal bearing the effigy Napier, Merchiston, 
the inventor Logarithms: and— 

From the Etat Major the Corps Mining Engineers 
Russia, dated St. Petersburg, 8th October, 1849, accompanying 
donation this Society. 

The following donations were 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Philosophical Transactions the Royal Society London, for the 
year 1850. Part London. 4to.—From the Royal So- 

Proceedings the Royal Society London. Nos. 73, 74, 75. Lon- 
don, 1850. 8vo.—From the same. 

the Means Adopted the British Colonial Magnetic Observatories 
for Determining the Absolute Values, Secular Change, and An- 
nual Variation the Terrestrial Magnetic Force. Lieut. 
Col. Sabine, R.A. For. Sec., F.R.S., &c. &c. London, 1850. 
4to.—From the Author. 

the Automatic Registration Magnetometers and Meteorological 
Instruments Photography. No. Charles Brooke, M.B. 
F.R.S. London, the Author. 

Papers Meteorology, relating especially the Climate Britain, 
and the Variations the Barometer; Communicated the 
Royal Society various periods, from 1821 1845. Luke 
Howard, Esq., F.R.S. London, 1850. 4to.—From the Au- 
thor. 

Essay the Modifications Clouds. Luke Howard, F.R.S., 
London, 1832. the 

Transactions the Royal Society Edinburgh. Vol. XVI. Part 
for the Session 1847-8. Edinburgh. 4to.—From the Society. 

Proceedings the Royal Society Edinburgh. Vol. II. Nos. 31, 
32. Edinburgh, 1847-8. 8vo.—From the same. 

Observations Magnetism and Meteorology, made Makerstoun 
Scotland, the Observatory Sir Thomas Makdougall Bris- 
bane, Baronet, &c. &c., 1844; forming Vol. XVIII. the 
Transactions the Royal Society Edinburgh. 
John Allan Broun, Esq., Director the 
burgh, 1848. 4to.—From the same. 

Astronomical Observations made the Royal Observatory, Edin- 
burgh, the late Thomas Henderson, F.R.S.L. and E., &c. &c. 
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Reduced and Edited his successor, Charles Piazzi Smyth, 
F.R.S.E., &c. &c. Vol. for 1843. Edinburgh, 1850. 4to.— 
From the Observatory. 

Annuaire Magnétique Metéorologique Corps des Ingénieurs des 
Mines; Recueil Météorologiques Magnétiques 
faites dans Russie, &c. Par Kupf- 
fer, Directeur Physique Central. Année 1846. 
Nos. St. Petersbourg, 1849. 4to.—From the Etat 
Major the Corps Mining Engineers Russia. 

Notice des Monuments Exposés dans Salle des Antiquités 
caines (Mexique Perou) Musée Louvre. Par Adrien 
Longperier, Conservateur des Antiques. Paris, 
From the Author. 

Annali Fisica dell’ Abbate Francesco Cav. Zantedeschi, Prof. 
Fisica nella Universita Padova, &c. Fascicolo 
dova, 1849-50. 8vo.—From Prof. Zantedeschi. 

Flora Batava, Afbeelding Beschrijving van Nederlandsche Ge- 
wassen; door Jan Kops van der Trappen. 
161, 162,163. Amsterdam. 4to.—From the King 
the Netherlands. 

Berichtigungen und den Beschrei- 
bung meiner Reise Brasilien. Von Max, Prinz 
Wied. Francfort Main, 1850. 8vo.—From the Author. 

Monthly Notices the Royal Astronomical Society. Vol. 
June 14, 1850. London. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Transactions the American Medical Association. 1847. 
Vol. 1850. the Association. 

Journal the Franklin Institute. Third Series. Vol. XX. No. 
Oct. 1850. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Institute. 

The Plough, the Loom and the Anvil. Vol. No. Nov. 
1850. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Skinner, Esq., Editor. 

Characteristics the Age. Address delivered before the Lin- 
nean Association Pennsylvania College, the Annual Com- 
mencement, Sept. 18, 1850. the Hon. William Kelley, 
Philadelphia. Gettysburg, 1850. Prof. 
Stoever. 


FOR THE CABINET. 


Medal recently struck, bearing the effigy Napier, Merchiston, 
the Inventor Logarithms, taken from authentic contemporary 
the Royal Society Edinburgh. 


The pending nominations were read. 
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Stated Meeting, November 15. 
Present, twenty-one members. 
Dr. President, the Chair. 


From the Literary and Philosophical Society Manchester, 
dated Society’s Rooms, George street, 16th October, 1850, 
acknowledging the receipt No. 44, the Proceedings 
this Society. 

The following donations were 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


The African Repository. Vol. XXVI. No.11. Nov. 1850. Wash- 
ington. the American Colonization Society. 

The Medical News and Library. Vol. No. 95. Nov. 1850. 
Philadelphia. Lea Blanchard. 


Prof. Cresson made some remarks upon the experiments 
Prof. Thompson, which account given recent num- 
ber the London and Edinburgh Philosophical Magazine, 
and which Prof. believes show that the temperature 
congelation water and other bodies that expand the 
moment solidification, raised proportionally the in- 
crease pressure which they are subjected, the ratio 
temperature pressure being for water 1-10th degree 
Faht. scale for additional atmospheric pressures. 

Mr. presented the notice the Society speculation 
into which had been led the subject, showing the effect 
that such law might produce causing water retain the 
state solid very high temperature. For example, 
continuous channel, admitting atmospheric communication, 
should exist the crust the earth the depth seventy 
miles, the pressure the atmospheric column would exceed 
fifteen million pounds the square inch, and according 
Prof. water should remain solid temperature above 
10,000° Faht., heat far above that molten iron. 

The pending nominations were read. 
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The Clerk read the proceedings the Board Officers and 
Council special meeting held this evening. 

Mr. Peale laid upon the table for the inspection members 
the Society, the Certificate Membership his father, 
which bears date July, 1786, and signed Franklin, 
President. 


Stated Meeting, December 
Present, eighteen members. 
Dr. Vice-President, the Chair. 


Letters were read:— 

From the Royal Danish Society Sciences Copenhagen, 
dated 14th November, 1849, returning thanks for the Transac- 
tions, Vol. Part 3d, and Vol. Part and for Nos. 

From the same, same date, announcing donation: and— 


From John Bernhisel, agent the inhabitants the 
Territory Utah, accompanying printed circular, soliciting 
donations books for library for the inhabitants said 
Territory. 

The following donations were 


THE LIBRARY. 


Det Kongelige Danske Videnskabernes Selskabs Femte 
Bind. 1849. the Royal Danish So- 
ciety Sciences, Copenhagen. 

Oversigt over det Kgl. Danske Videnskabernes Selskabs Forhand- 
lingar, dets Medlemmers Arbeider, Aaret 1847, 
ébenhavn, 1848-9. 8vo.—From the same. 

Proceedings the New Jersey Historical Society. Vol. No. 
the Society. 

Journal the Academy Natural Sciences Philadelphia. New 
Series. Vol. Part Nov. 1850. 4to.— 
From the Academy. 
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Proceedings the Academy Natural Sciences Philadelphia, 
from Sept. Oct. 27, 1850. the same. 

Journal the Franklin Institute. Third Series. Vol. XX. No. 
Nov. 1850. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Institute. 

Della Mnemotecnia, ovvero del modo meravigliosamente facilitar 
Memoria mediante delle del 
Prof. Taddeo dei Consoni, Mnemonico, Stenografo, Criptografo, 

Contributions the Natural History the Acaleph North Ame- 

Smithsonian Contributions Knowledge. The Classification In- 
sects from Embryological data. Prof. Louis Agassiz. Aug. 
the same. 

The American Journal Science and Arts. Second Series. No. 
30. Nov. 1850. With Index the first ten volumes. New 
Haven. Profs. Silliman and Dana, Editors. 

Code Rules and Regulations for the government those employed 
the care the Patients the Pennsylvania Hospital for the 
Insane, near Philadelphia. Second Edition. Philadelphia, 1850. 
the Author, Dr. Thomas Kirkbride. 

Observations the Fishes Nova Scotia and Labrador, with De- 
scriptions New Species. Horatio Robinson Storer. (From 
the Boston Journal Natural History, Oct. 1850). 8vo.—From 
Charles Girard. 

The Plough, the Loom and the Anvil. Vol. III. No. Dec. 1850. 
Philadelphia. the Editor, Skinner, Esq. 
The Medical News and Vol. VIIL No. 96. Dec. 1850. 

Philadelphia. Svo.—From Messrs. Lea Blanchard. 


Mr. Justice submitted for the inspection such the mem- 
bers are interested numismatics, specimen the rare 
coin known the Washington Half-dollar. 


The history this coin not exactly known, but tradition states 
that few were struck and submitted the government samples, 
when the project for establishing mint was first entertained. Orders 
were immediately issued for the cessation the issue, and for break- 
ing the dies. The coin bears the effigy Washington, with the 
legend, Washington. President 1792.” the reverse, 
eagle with spread wings, bearing the shield the United States, with 
the olive branch and arrows, its head surrounded the stars, 
and the legend, United States America.” 
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Mr. Richards exhibited piece plumbago from the South- 
ampton mine, Bucks county. The specimen was 123 inches 
long, and inch thick, and was sawed from much larger 
piece, remarkable for its purity. Mr. stated that the plum- 
bago this mine had been found better for the purposes 
making crucibles, than the imported article, account 
its greater purity, but that, unfortunately, was more expen- 
sive owing the depth the mine and the difficulty work- 
ing Mr. gave brief history the mine. 

discussion regard the geology the district arose, 
which Dr. Coates, Mr. Trego, and Prof. Frazer took part. 

Mr. Justice made some remarks upon recent statement 
the beneficial effects wire gauze case near-sighted- 
ness, which led discussion, which Dr. Coates, Dr. Hays, 
and Prof. Cresson took part. 

The Treasurer the Society and the Committee Publi- 
made their annual Reports, which were referred 
usual. 

Pending nominations were read. 

There being sufficient quorum present, the alterations 
the laws could not considered. 


Stated Meeting, December 20. 


Present, twenty-six members. 
Dr. President, the Chair. 


Letters were 

From Baron Von Hammer Purgstall, dated Vienna, 30th 
April, 1850; and from Benjamin Ferris, dated Wilmington, 
State Delaware, respectively announcing donations the 
Society. 

The following donations were announced:— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


The following works the Baron Von Hammer Purgstall, Vi- 


Abhandlung die Siegel der Araber, Perser und 
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Bericht die letzten vier Jahren, 1845, Constantino- 
pel gedruckten und Werke. three Parts. 
Bericht Hrn. Reinauds Uebersetzung von Abulfedas 

Geographie. 

Ueber die Menschenclasse welchen von den Arabern Schoubije” 
wird. 

Von der der Kleider als Souverainitatsrecht der 
Frauen 

Bericht Herrn Negociation France dans 
Levant. 

Rede des der Kaiserlichen Akademie der Wissenschaften, 
Freiherrn Von Hammer Purgstall, bei der feierlichen 
derselben Februar, the Author. 

Jahrbiicher der Literatur fiir 1848. Vols. 121, 122, 123,124. Vi- 
enna. the Baron Von Hammer Purgstall. 

History the Original Settlements the Delaware, from its dis- 
covery Hudson the Colonization under William Penn. 
which added, Account the Ecclesiastical Affairs the 
Swedish Settlers, and History Wilmington, from its first 
settlement the present time. Benjamin Ferris. Wilming- 
ton, 1846. 

Sundry Pamphlets relating the Seneca Indians the State 
New York, entitled, 

The Case the Seneca Indians illustrated facts. Philadelphia, 

Further Illustration the Case the Seneca Indians, 
delphia, 1841. 

Proceedings Indian Council held Buffalo creek, 
more, 1842. 

Declaration the Seneca Nation Indians General Council, &c. 
Baltimore, 1845. 

Report the Proceedings Indian Council Cataraugus, 
Baltimore, 1846. 

Proceedings the Joint Committee appointed the Society 
Friends, for Promoting the Civilization and Improving the Con- 
dition the Seneca Nation Indians. Baltimore, 1847. 

Further Proceedings the Joint Committee for Promoting the Civili- 
zation and Improving the Condition the Seneca Nation In- 
dians, from the year 1847 1850. Baltimore, 1850.—From 
Benjamin Ferris. 

Report the Expediency Celebrating future the Landing 
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the Pilgrims the twenty-first day December, instead the 
twenty-second day that month. Committee the Pilgrim 
The African Repository. Vol. XXVI. 1850. 
Washington. 8vo.—From the American Colonization Society. 
Journal the Franklin Institute. Third Series. Vol. XX. 
December, 1850. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Institute. 
Descriptions some American Annelida Abranchia. Joseph 
Leidy, M.D. (Journal Acad. Nat. Sci. Philadelphia), 1850. 
4to.— From the Author. 
Contributions Helminthology. Joseph Leidy, M.D. (Proceed- 
ings Acad. Nat. Sci. Philadelphia), 1850. the 
same. 


Dr. Franklin Bache announced the death Sir James 
Wylie, St. Petersburg, member this Society, the 9th 
October last (old style), aged 55. 

Mr. Wagner presented the minutes the Committee 
Finance, which embraced their former report. 

They recommended the following appropriations for the 
ensuing year, which were agreed to. 


$1000 


motion Dr. Dunglison, the Committee were authorized 
invest the trust and other funds loans the State, City, 
Districts, they may think proper. 

motion Judge Kane, the Society proceeded the 
consideration the alterations the laws proposed the 
meeting 15th November, 1850; when the amendments pro- 
posed the Board Officers were agreed to. 

These amendments were 

First. Amend Chapter Section read fol- 
lows:— 


election new members shall and shall form 
V.—2A 
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part the stated business for the meetings the first Friday 
January, April, July and October, each year.” 


Second. Amend Chapter Section 4th, read:— 


Nor shall any elections had the meetings statedly appointed 
therefor, unless there present thereat least twenty members 
qualified vote; and person shall deemed duly chosen such 
meetings, unless three-fouths the qualified members present shall 
have voted his favour.” 


Third. Add new section Chapter Section 5th, 
follows:— 


But case the number twenty qualified voters shall not 
present meeting statedly appointed for elections, the election 
candidate may, one more the members who nominated him, 
publicly adjourned the stated meeting next succeeding, which 
adjournment shall thereupon entered among the minutes; and if, 
such adjourned election, three-fourths (being least 15) the 
qualified members present thereat, shall vote favour the candi- 
date, shall deemed duly chosen.” 


Fourth. Amend Chapter IX. Section 3d, striking out 
election 


Fifth. Chapter VIII. Section 5th, after the words, 
shall give notice the newspapers the meetings the So- 
ciety, and the officers and insert all elec- 
tions, whether stated 

The pending nominations, and new nomination, No. 241, 
were read. 


